Introduction

Fenestration
of the middle cerebral artery is much less frequent than fenestration of the vertebrobasilar system. The incidence of this anomaly in the vertebrobasilar system ranges from 1 % to 5.26% in autopsy series, 3,'3,16) but only 18 cases of fenestration of the middle cerebral artery have been reported. Nine cases were associated with aneurysm, and in three the aneurysm originated from the end of the fenestration. We describe an uncommon case of an aneurysm arising at the proximal end of the fenestra tion.
portion of the left middle cerebral artery and a sac cular aneurysm at the proximal end of the fenestra tion (Fig. 1) .
A left frontotemporal craniotomy was performed to clip the neck of the aneurysm on May 13. The loca tion of the fenestration originating from the distal portion of the M, portion of the left middle cerebral artery was confirmed under the surgical microscope (Fig. 2) . The postoperative course was uneventful and she was discharged on June 1, 1992 without neurological deficits. The fenestration was associated with an aneurysm in nine (50%) of 18 cases. Crompton2) found that these fenestrations had a defect in the media at the proximal end, and suggested that fenestration of the middle cerebral artery could give rise to an aneurysm independent of any branching. Since our case had an aneurysm at the proximal end of the fenestration, this supports Crompton's idea. However, in six 
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